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for our strong conservatism in such matters would seem to be
the power of repetition to improve the channel of self-assertion,
which self-assertion originally started.
An instance noted by the writer may bring out the point.
A boy of fifteen months old, when put to bed, would lie awake
repeating his rapidly increasing vocabulary one word after
another. The desire for positive self-feeling no doubt impelled
him to repeat what he could already perform, but the repeti-
tion constituted practice, and the gains of each day were con-
solidated, This particular channel of self-assertion eventually
became so important to the boy that throughout his childhood
his linguistic powers, both oral and written, were remarkable.
Thus repetition need not be a means of intellectual stagna-
tion in children. Providing at first a ready means of self-asser-
tion, it results in the formation and consolidation of engram-
complexes which are, in turn, the basis of still more successful
self-assertion. This being so, the tendency must not be
Neglected by the educator who wishes to follow in Nature's
ways.
It is in this routine tendency that the teacher finds his charter
for the drill which experience has taught him to be needful in
effective teaching. We all know well that the path of learning
cannot always be easy and full of novelty, and we rightly look
askance at any psychological doctrine which condemns neces-
sary repetition. It is not long since teachers who valued their
reputation for being up to date in their methods made serious
attempts to eliminate repetition on the grounds that it con-
stituted drudgery for the child: many, however, found that the
results failed to justify such an interpretation of the doctrine of
interest. It is satisfactory to know that we are, after all, basing
our teaching method on sound psychology when we require
tables, formulas, and conjugations to be learned by rote, and
even allow them to be chanted in chorus in the good old-
fashioned way. We must, however, bear in mind the fact that
such learning is not to be regarded as an end in itself, but only
as a consolidation, by Nature's own method, of a basis for
future creative work. Further, the memorizing must be in-
telligent: tables, for example, must be constructed by the